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• Writing Skills Course
• Essay competition criteria & instructions
• Essay Competition submission form
• Contact in case of any issues

What we’ll cover
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• We developed a Writing Skills Course to support you with the Essay 
Competition and help improve your writing skills

• You can access the course via the In2MedSchool website
• The writing course consists of a webinar series to help you develop 

your skills in language, grammar and essay structure.
• You don’t have to access the Writing Skills Course to participate in 

the Essay Competition, but we recommend you do so

Writing Skills Course
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Essay competition entry criteria

To participate in the In2MedSchool essay competition, you must:

- Be a Year 11 / 12 / 13 student
- Be attending school in the United Kingdom (England, Wales, 

Scotland, Northern Ireland) – international submissions will 
not be accepted

If you are currently a Mentee on the In2MedSchool Mentorship 
Programme, you will be asked to provide your Mentee ID on the 
submission form
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Essay topics
We are giving you the choice of four topics to write you essay on, 
please choose one of the following:

1)Healthcare in a humanitarian crisis
2)Assisted dying: from taboo to medical practice
3)The role of women in medicine from past to present
4)Medical research: the impact of good and bad science
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Essay marking
All essays will be marked against the following four domains:

1) Knowledge, understanding, and interpretation of the topic
2) Analysis & evaluation of information presented
3) Coherence & organisation
4) Language – vocabulary, grammar, fluency

Each domain scores a maximum of 5 marks, therefore all essays are scored out of 
a total of 20 marks.

Each essay will be marked twice by two moderators independently to ensure fair 
appraisal.
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Essay formatting

Title: indicate essay choice
Word count: 1500 words (allowable range 1400-1600)

- please state final word count
Font: Arial size 12
File format: Word
References: 5-10
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Essay structure

You can use a flexible format, but we recommend the following 
structure:

- Introduction
- Background
- Method / Aim
- Results / Data / Analysis
- Discussion
- Conclusion / Summary
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Referencing
Please use Harvard referencing: in-text citations in brackets and full references list at the end of your essay.

Books

On references list: Bodkins P. 2012. How To Reference Correctly. London: Fictitious Publishing.

In-text citation: (Bodkins, 2012: p. x) - 'p' refers to page or use 'pp' for pages

Journal articles / newspapers

On reference list: Atkins J. 2019. Correct Referencing. Nonsuch Journals Quarterly, 10 (2), pp. 123-130.

In-text citation: (Atkins, 2019)

Websites

On reference list: Somesuch Education, 2021. Students Muck Up Referencing. (online)  Available at: 
<www.somesucheducation/studentsmuckupreferencing.com>. (Accessed 1st February 2012).

In-text citation: (Somesuch Education, 2021)

In-text citations with 
more than one author:

Two authors:
(First & Second, 2021)
'et' symbol between two 
surnames

Multiple authors:
(First et al. 2021)
'et al.' is in italics and 
means 'and others'
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Further resources on referencing

http://www.plagiarismchecker.net/dev/harvard-referencing/

https://www.open.ac.uk/library/referencing-and-
plagiarism/quick-guide-to-harvard-referencing-cite-them-right

Please note, all submissions will undergo a plagiarism check.
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ChatGPT / AI writing tools

- Not in the spirit of the essay competition
- Is noticeable when marking alongside other essays
- Pitfalls: poor sentence structure, illogical arguments, factual 

inaccuracies, not in keeping with references provided, 
inconsistent style of writing

- Unlikely to score highly against marking criteria
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Tips

- Demonstrate a breadth of knowledge, use a variety of references
- Define the scope of your essay clearly – use a mind map to guide you 

in planning your essay
- Organise your arguments in a logical and coherent manner, think 

about what each of your paragraphs contributes
- Pay attention to the fluency of your text, as well as spelling and 

grammar
- Please make sure that the essay you submit is exclusively your own 

work with appropriate referencing – all entries will be plagiarism 
checked

- If you have an In2MedSchool Mentor, you can discuss your essay with 
them, as long as the work remains your own
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Competition prize + opportunity for publication
First prize: Netter's Anatomy Flashcards
Runner-up: Netter's Anatomy Colouring Book

We have partnered with the Advanced Journal of Professional Practice 
(AJPP) run by the University of Kent.

All high scoring entries will be submitted to AJPP for consideration for 
publication in their next issue. Shortlisted candidates will be notified via 
email.

https://journals.kent.ac.uk/index.php/ajpp/index
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Essay submission deadline

Submission deadline: 14th July 2025, 11.59pm

Late entries will not be accepted.



@In2MedSchool

Essay submission form

https://forms.office.com/e/GRXgz05eHn
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Contact

If you experience any issues, please contact:

Dr Adrienn Gyori, MBBS BSc
In2MedSchool Co-Director of Academia

adrienn.gyori@in2medschool.com
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Thank you!

The 2025 In2MedSchool Essay Competition is now officially 
launched.

We will also make the links available via the In2MedSchool social 
media handles and website.

Best of luck!


